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Presidentôs Letter 

April 2010  

Dear Neighbors,  

I hope you are all enjoying this wonderful spring weather we are having here in Arlington.  

There are lots of exciting things happening right here in Madison Manor.  I would first like to 

thank everyone f or keeping their sidewalks clear during the tremendous amount of snow we 

had this past winter.  I also know of many instances where neighbors helped neighbors by 

clearing snow for those who couldnôt. Thank you!  I would also like to send out a big thank 

you to Amy Polly for producing yet another successful Easter Egg Hunt and Parade.  The 

weather was chilly at first, but fun was had by all.  

There are many more activities coming up in the next few months.  The Memorial Day parade 

will be held on Memorial Day its elf, May 31 st , at 10  a.m.  The Potluck picnic , where we will be 

electing new officers for next year , will be held  on Saturday , June 12 th , fr om 4  ï 7 p.m.  This 

is a wonderful event where we can all relax and enjoy each otherôs company. There will also 

be four Movie Nights this summer.  They will be held under the stars on the big screen at 
Madison Manor Park.  I hope you can make it to some or all of these events.  

There are many community issues ongoing.  The BJôs Wholesale construction is under way.  

Please let us know about any issues that you may have  (see article in this newsletter).  The 

East Falls Church Task Force is well into the planning stages for the area around the EFC 

metro.  Varun Nikore is keeping our interests in mind while attending these meetings  (see 

article in this newsletter).  If you have any ideas for n eighborhood improvements, please 
contact Parker Harrington.  

There seems to be an increasing amount of petty crime happening in our neighborhood.  

Please be careful.  Keep windows and doors locked at all times, both for house and cars.  Call 
police immediately if there is a break - in.  

We are looking for some new block captains.  If you live on Rochester or Rockingham and are 

interested in this job please let me know.  It involves delivering newsletters or fliers to a few 

houses 5  -  6 times a ye ar. It is an easy way to get to know some more of your close 

neighbors.  Thanks!  

Enjoy the wonderful weather.  See you at the Memorial Day Parade!  

Errin Matechak  

Past President  
 

 

 

Next Quarterly Meeting:  June 12, 2010, at the Pot Luck Picnic  

ú     ú     ú     ú     ú     ú     ú     ú     ú     ú     ú     ú     ú     ú 
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MMCA Office rs for  2009 - 20 10 
 
President     VACANT 

Vice President    VACANT 
Treasurer    Beth Holtzclaw  

Secretary    Rachel Walsh  
Past President    Errin Matechak  
 

Committee Chairs  
 
Advertising    VACANT 
Bonfire     Judy Henderson  
Egg Hunt    Amy Polly  
Golf Tournament   Kevin Meek  

Holiday Caroling   MaryL ou Mahoney  
Holiday Decorating  Officers , last yearôs 

winners  
House Tour  VACANT 

I -66     Miriam Rollin s 
Membership    Melissa Koenig  
Memorial Day Parade   Beth Newman,  

Danielle Rampton  
Movie Nights    Patty Cummings  
Neighborhood Conservation  Parker Harrington,  

Zach David  
Newsletter    Paula Birkenstock  
Newsletter Distribution  Martha Kile,  

Julie Stradling,  

Errin Matechak  
Pot Luck Picnic  Bob and Theresa 

Edwards  
Stream Clean Up   Hank Ickes  
Web Site    Anne Wittenberg  
Yard Sale    VACANT 

Young Entrepreneurs   Tammi McKinley  
 

 

 

Calendar of Events  
 

ú     ú     ú     ú     ú 
Memorial Day Parade  

May 31, 2010  

Pot Luck Picnic  
June 12, 2010  

(Please  note the date change ) 

 

ú     ú     ú     ú     ú 

Madison Manor Citizen  
Founding Publisher Jonathan Harmon  
 
The  Madison Manor Citizen  is the newsletter of the 
Madison Manor Citizenôs Association of Arlington, 

Virginia. The Citizen  is reviewed by the  
Officers of the Association and  published quarterly, 
generally in January, April, July, and October.  
 
The Citizen  has a circulation of 575 copies.  
 
Deadlines for submissions to the Citizen  are the 10 th  of 

the month prior to publishing. Exceptions to the 
deadline will be considered. Articles should be of 
general interest to the residents of our community and 
may be edite d or rejected. Space is limited. Contact the 
Publisher.  
 

The Citizen accepts advertisements. All ads need to be 
submitted in black and white, camera - ready form. 
Please contact Paula Birkenstock  at (703) 532 -2647  for 
ad rates and sizes.  

 
Copyright © 2010  Madison Manor Citizenôs Association 

 

 

Join the MMCA E - Mail an d 
MMCA Discussion Listserv s 

 
Go to www.madisonmanor.org  

to sign up to get important 

updates and to discuss 

neighborhood issues.  

 

MMCA newslett ers are now 
available online.  

Check out our website at 
www.madisonmanor.org for 

posted newsletters  
and lots of great information.  

 

U  Got News?  

 
 

If you have community news youôd 

like to share in our newsletter, we 

want to hear from you! Please send 

your stories or announcements to 

Paula Birkenstock at 

paulabirkenstock@yahoo.com .  

 

News should be no more than 300 

words in length. Digital photos are 

welcome!  

 

ú     ú     ú     ú     ú 
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Garbage is an all - you -can -eat buffet for rodents. To control these rodents, you MUST remove 

their food, shelter and entry points to your home or other buildings. In addition, rats feed on 

dog fe ces, which are a great attraction for these animals.  

 

What can we do to keep them out of our neighborhood?  

 

ú Clean up and eliminate food sources ;  

ú Keep your trash can tightly closed ;  

ú Do not spread bird feed on the ground or throw food out for the birds ;  

ú Plants and bushes should be trimmed away from the home ;  

ú PET WASTE SHOULD ALWAYS BE PICKED UP AND DISPOSED OF PROPERLY NOT ONLY 

WHEN WALKING YOUR DOG BUT ALSO IN YOUR OWN BACKYARD . 

 

Rodent proof your home. Holes larger than a dime, and cracks larger than the di ameter of a 

pencil should be sealed to prevent rodent s from entering your home. The gaps around pipe 

and wire  chases should also be sealed. You can also use small chicken wire to cover your 

outside dryer vents.  

 

If you suspect rat infestation around your h ome, please call Arlington County Rodent Control 

at (571 )  438 -4453 , and ask for Mike. The county will come out to bait the sewers in your area.  
 

 

                                                    

Community News              ú     ú     ú     ú     ú     ú     ú     ú     ú     

In the last several months, rats have been cited in the Madison Manor 

neighborhood. Many sought shelter beneath crawl spaces and sheds 

during the bitter cold. T he Norway rat, called the brown rat or sewer rat, 

can be destructive and can spread diseases that affect humans and pets. 

They can find an entrance into your home by gnawing through a wall or 

cement. They have a keen sense of taste, hearing and sm ell. They will 

climb to find food or shelter and can gain entrance to your home through 

any open ing larger than ½ inch across. Would you want one of these in 

your home?  

 

 

 

Memorial Day Parade!  
Monday, May 31, 2010, 10 a.m .  

 

Join your neighbors as we honor our 

Veterans and remember those who sacrificed 

themselves for our country. Weôll meet at 

the ñcircleò at the intersection of 12th  and 

11 th  Roads. Bring your bikes, scooters and 

strollers. Weôll walk toward the park for 

lemonade and enjoy a magic show. 

Donations of any amounts will be graciously 

accepted,  as will canned goods for AFAC. 

Madison Manor t - shirts will be on sale at the 

park for $10. If you have any questions or 

want to help, please contact Beth Newman 

(newmansinva@comcast.net ) or Danielle 

Rampton ( dhramp@yahoo.com ).  

 

Mark your Calendars!  

Movie Nights in the Park !  
 

ú Friday , June 25 th    
ú Sat urday,  July  17 th    

ú Sat urday, Aug ust 14 th    

ú Sat urday,  Sept ember 11 th    
  

Movie start times are as soon as 
itôs dark enough to start the 

show, around 8  ï 8:15 p .m.  
 

Please note that typically the start 
time for the June movie is closer 

to 8:30  -  8:40  p.m.  
 

Movies TBD  
 

mailto:newmansinva@comcast.net
mailto:dhramp@yahoo.com
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Community News              ú     ú     ú     ú     ú     ú     ú     ú     ú     

This year, volunteer Tree Stewards are available to answer your questions a nd assist you in 

selecting the right tree to fit in the right place in your yard. To reserve a tree for your yard or 

contact a Tree Steward, please contact our neighborho od tree coordinator Holly West, 
Hollyswest@verizon.net  or (703) 533 -2002.  

The following large shad e trees are being offered. These should be planted at least 10 feet 

away from any overhead wire or building, with consideration for other trees, underground 
utilities  and sidewalks.   

ú American sycamore (Platanus occidentalis) ðLarge and spreading shade tree  with 

showy white, cream, olive and gray bark. It can get to 80 feet high with a 60 foot 

spread. It is very adaptable to wet or dry soils and likes full and partial sun. Photos at 

http:// www.hort.uconn.edu/plants/p/plaocc/plaocc1.html .  

ú Swamp white oak ( Quercus bicolor )ðLarge shade tree adapts well to dry, wet and 

flooding area as well as tolerating full sun to partial shade. Leaves are a dark green on 

top and whitish green underneath, re sulting in a bicolor effect in the breeze. It matures 

at 60 feet tall and also has a 60 foot spread. It is an excellent provider of food and 

shelter for wildlife of all kinds. Photos at  

http://www.hort.uconn.edu/plants/q/quebic/quebic1.html .  

ú River birch ( Betula nigra )ðRapidly growing shade tree with outstanding ornamental 

bark that can handle dry or wet sites and full sun to partial sun. It can be single or 

multiple trunked. At maturity , it can be 60 feet tall and 40 feet wide. Photos at 

http://www.hort.uconn.edu/plants/b/betnig/betnig1.html .  

ú Sweetbay magnolia (Magnolia virginiana) ðUpright large shrub or small multi - t runked 

tree, having excellent semi -evergreen waxy foliage, with fragrant creamy late spring 

flowers. It can mature to 20 feet tall by 15 feet wide. It prefers partial sun in moist, 

rich, acidic soils for best performance but can adapt to sunny or shady con ditions in a 

variety of soils. Photo at http://www.hort.uconn.edu/plants/m/magvir/magvir1.html . 

ú Smaller tree s that can be planted closer to overhead wires, but provide  less cooling 
shade and  air cleaning assistance , are also available in limited quantities.  

Again, t he deadline to request a tree is April 28.  

 

 

Lose Any Trees in the Snowstorm? Let the County Replace it for Free!  
ñTwenty years ago is the best time to plant a tree. Today is the sec ond best.ò 

 

Madison Manor has lost many of our wonderful large canopy trees due to infill 

and th e recent snow and wind storms. We need more large trees to provide 

cooling shade, help clean the air, reduce noise levels, provide homes for birds 

and ab sorb storm water runoff. To encourage this renewal, Arlington County 

Parks and Natural Resources Division is offering a variety of tree whips for 

residents.  The tree whips are approximately three to five feet in height and 

are potted in two -gallon containe rs. Due to limited quantities, there is a one -
tree -per -household  limit. The deadline to request a tree is April 28.   

ú     ú     ú     ú     ú     ú     ú     ú     ú 

Block Captains Needed!  

If you live on Rockingham St. between 11 th  and Roosevelt OR on Roosevelt between the  
apartments and 17 th  St. and would like to help distribute the newsletter and other flyers, 

please contact Errin Matechak at (703) 532 - 4832 . 

 

mailto:Hollyswest@verizon.net
http://www.hort.uconn.edu/plants/p/plaocc/plaocc1.html
http://www.hort.uconn.edu/plants/q/quebic/quebic1.html
http://www.hort.uconn.edu/plants/b/betnig/betnig1.html
http://www.hort.uconn.edu/plants/m/magvir/magvir1.html


 

 
East Falls Church Task Force Update  

By Varun Nikore  

 

Dear Neighbors:  

 

Since September 2007, Iôve served as Madison Manorôs representative on the East Falls 

Church Task Force. This group was initiated in order to seek input on the re -development of 

the EFC Metro site as a result of the construction of the new Silver Line. Given the increased 

amount of ridership on the metro line , as wel l as the addition of potential housing, retail and 

business space, it was past time for a facelift of this space. The Task force membership 

includes representatives from civic associations adjacent to the East Falls Church Metro , as 

well as appointees from  other Arlington County and Fall Church commissions.  

 

At the start of this task force we saw few tangible developments because the economic 

downturn in 2008 and lack of funds slowed our efforts. However, since the federal stimulus 

efforts enacted in early 2009, construction has been fast - tracked and activities rapidly 

increased since then . Visible signs of construction of the new Silver Line which emanates 

from East Falls Church metro are now evident. Given all these developments, over the next 

several mont hs, the task force will be making some critical decisions on recommending 

development proposals that fit the style of neighborhood and the intentions of its neighbors.  

 

Needless to say, participation on the task force has been challenging as debate often 

surrounds the type and style of development which may include mixed -use retail an d 

business/condo type designs. Additionally, County staff have been leaning towards a higher 

density development rather than erring on the side of low -density. While these dens ity, 

design and architectural elements are certainly important, recent input from neighbors 

suggest issues related to the number of non - residents of Madison Manor who park in our 

neighborhood and walk to the metro is the primary issue. Additionally, the nu mber of 

parking spaces that could get lost under any development scheme of the park -and - ride lot 

could further exacerbate issues here in Madison Manor.  

 

Not all the development efforts will have a negative impact on our community. However , in 

order to ensu re that our voice is heard and since the Task Force can be highly persuaded by 

citizen input, I encourage your participation in several upcoming community meetings listed 

here:  

 

ú 4/26/10 ðTask Force Meets with County Board County  -  Board Room, 3 rd  Floor, 21 00 

Clarendon Blvd.  

ú 4/29/10 ðCommunity Public Forum -  Tuckahoe Elementary School  

ú 5/4/10 ðCommunity Public Forum -  Tuckahoe Elementary School  

ú 5/17/10 ðEFC Task Force Meeting -  TBD 

 

In the meantime, I encourage you to visit the Task Force website by searching Ea st Falls 

Church Task Force in Google for regular updates on meeting times and locations, design 

plans, studies and meeting minutes and to get a general sense of the progress. Please feel 

free to email me with questions or comments at varunnikore@yahoo.com .  

 

Exciting changes are coming as visible signs of the new Silver Line become more evident 

every day. I encourage your participation as itôs my hope that development of the metro 

meets our needs and exceeds our  expectations. With your help and support, Iôm sure that 

will happen!  

Community News              ú     ú     ú     ú     ú     ú     ú     ú     ú     
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Regan and Braedenôs Pet Care Services 

Homeschooled children available  

during the week, as well as weekends. 

Regan is 13 years old,  Braeden is  
almost 10 years old,  and they love pets.  

They have two dogs and a snake. To hire 

them, call (703) 237 -6136. They come to 

your home to walk y our dogs and care  

for your cats. You can bring your fish, birds 

and hamsters fo r a sleepover. References 

include dogs, cats, rats, gerbils, a rabbit, 

and bearded dragons.  

ú     ú     ú     ú     ú 

Reganôs Babysitting Services 

Available most evenings; also available 

during the day for Motherôs Helper 

(household chores) services. Regan  has 

taken the Red Cross babysitter training 

(includes first aid and CPR, etc). References 

available. E -mail Regan via 

regansmom@hotmail.com . 

ú     ú     ú     ú     ú 

Cody, Eric and Samôs Neighborhood 

Service  

Snow shoveling is our specialty.  

We have lots of experience! Neighborhood 

references available.  

 

Phone: Sam Sgroi (703) 532 -7341, Cody 

Cummings (703) 533 -3685, Eric Schmidt  

(703)  875 -0349  

ú     ú     ú     ú     ú 

Corrie Steele (age 16): Red Cro ss- trained 

Babysitter, Pet Care, Typin g and Data Entry, 
Soccer Skills Tutoring.  

Brian Taylor Steele  (age 13): Snow 
Shoveling, Dog Walking, Pet Sitting  

(703) 532 -2496 , or j ulie.steele@hok.com  

ú     ú     ú     ú     ú 

 

David Aronson  is a com puter wiz and can  

hook up electronic equipment. David has 

done cat sitting and house sitting 

(checking basement after rain, water ing  

plants, etc.)  

 

Teddy Aronson  (16) is an experienced 

babysitter with CPR and First Aid 

certification. He is also interested in 
becoming a math tutor. (703) 534 -4718  

ú     ú     ú     ú     ú 

Matthew and Alecôs Twin Services 

Experience walking and taking care of 

dogs; raking; picking up mail and 

newspapers when neighbors are gone; 

references available upon request. (703) 
842 -4821; (703) 869 -4259  

ú     ú     ú     ú     ú 

Katie Atkins ðIôm 14 years old and Iôm a 

Red Cross Certified Babysitter. I can be 

reached at 703 -237 -0668 or 

bigskydancer101@aol.com  

ú     ú     ú     ú     ú 

Patrickôs PetsðMadison Manorôs Patrick 

Rampton is available to watch all your pets 

while you are on vacation. Reasonable 

rates and references available. Adult back -

up for mid -day watching on school days 

and walking of dogs. Willing to take 

caged/tanked an imals home for full - time 

attention. Can also pick up mail, 

newspapers and water plants. For more 

information, please contact (703) 237 -
7975, or dhramp@yahoo.com . 

ú     ú     ú     ú     ú 

If you know a you ng entrepreneur who 

would like to be added, please e -mail 
Tammi at tammi@ novamidwife.org . 

 

 

Young Entrepreneurs  

Need a helping hand? Contact these young entrepreneurs in our neighborhood.  

Free shipping for  
Madison Manor r esidents! 

mailto:regansmom@hotmail.com
mailto:ulie.steele@hok.com
mailto:bigskydancer101@aol.com
mailto:dhramp@yahoo.com
http://novamidwife.org/


 

 
 
 

 

Madison Manor Citizen Classifieds      ú     ú     ú     ú     ú     ú     ú  

 

COMING SOON!  
 

The Butcher Shop at Westover 
Market!  

 

A full array of Pa sture Raised Meats and Poultry!  

 

Thatôs right neighbors, in just a few short weeks The Westover Market 

(www.westovermarket.com ) will begin featuring the exceptional meats 

and poultry from EcoFriendly Foods ( www.ecofriendly.com ) and other 

local, small family farms. Bruce Saunders of EcoFriendly Foods will be 

bringing a great selection of meat and poultry products that are: Pasture 

Fed and Finished, Humanely Raised (NO CA FOs), free of any chemicals or 

medications (NO hormones, NO antibiotics)! Weôre hoping for an opening 

date of May 7 th  but bear with us and weôll announce a firm date as we 

get everything ready. Watch for announcements at the store and online! 

A REAL butche r Shop is coming to the neighborhood!  
 


